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The Publisher Message.

Arch. Dr. D.K. Gitau
Diaspora can connect with those in Kenya both in politics 
and welfare- to advance themselves politically and econom-
ically. There are programs that can assist bright students to 
immigrate to the USA, and we shall feature such groups 
monthly. Ultimately, we shall share investment opportuni-
ties, news and articles. The Diaspora connect works closely 
with Diaspora Times to inform Kenyans about investments 
opportunities offered by reliable real Estate companies.
Kenyans in the Diaspora are a heterogeneous group of peo-
ple coming from different ethnic backgrounds, races, and 
skin colors.  We are of different political persuations, 
religions, beliefs, languages, and ethnic backgrounds.  
Our educational  backgrounds range from illiterate to peo-
ple holding multiple PhDs; but our life experiences are 
different. We are comprised of individuals from all walks of 
life and socioeconomic backgrounds.  We even have 
Diasporans of different political persuasions in our coun-
tries of residence.  Despite all these differences, we are 
united by one common theme, our love for the country we 

love as Kenyans by birth, marriage, or naturalization.
 In other words, we are not different in our makeup from 
other countries that are thriving elsewhere.
As diverse as we are, we are interconnected by the fate of 
Kenya as a country. We are a microcosm of people 
representing all these differences and different regions and 
counties of Kenya. 
In spite of our diversity, we want and seek to be unified as 
Kenyans, and we desire to speak with one Kenyan Diaspora 
voice.
This Diaspora connect Kenya magazine can be an avenue to 
speak with one voice, and further, we can use it to advance 
ourselves in all fields.
Let all contribute and share our joy or grief with other 
Kenyans worldwide so that the information shared can help 
others.
Be part of the ones that are determined to advance them-
selves while advancing others.
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articles, is free to share but the same with no 
monetary gains.
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1. Review Your Credit Report

Your credit score is affected by a num-
ber of factors. So knowing what’s on your 
credit report will help you figure out ex-
actly where you stand. Your credit score 
can give you a general sense of your cred-
itworthiness. But your credit report can 
offer much more detail. 

A good first step is requesting a free an-
nual credit report from each of the three 
major credit bureaus: Equifax®, Experian® 
and TransUnion®. If there are errors on 
your report, they could negatively affect 
your credit score. But you have the right 
to dispute errors or incomplete informa-
tion on your report. 

2. Pay Your Bills on Time
Paying all your bills on time may be easier 
said than done. But your payment history 
is a main driver of your credit score. And 
negative information in your payment 
history—like missed or late credit card 
payments—could affect your credit score 
for years. Missing payments could have 
other consequences too, like late payment 
fees.

But older negative information may 
count less than more recent information. 
So the longer you pay your bills on time, 
the better it is for your payment history. 
And the better it could be for your credit 
score. 

You might consider setting up a budget, 
automatic payments or reminder alerts 
to help you keep up with your bills. And 

making at least the minimum payment 
on credit accounts—like your credit 
card—will keep your accounts current 
and in good standing. But keep in mind 
that paying only the minimum could 
have other negative effects on your credit 
score.

3. Catch Up on Overdue Bills
If you have bills that weren’t paid on time 
and are past due, you’ll want to get caught 
up. And if you’ve fallen behind on your 
credit card payments, there are several 
steps you can take to get caught up again. 

You could also consider contacting your 
lenders if you’re struggling to keep up 
with your bills. They might be able to help 
you with a payment plan. And if you’re 
a Capital One customer and having trou-
ble making payments, you should contact 
Capital One directly to discuss potential 
options. 

4. Become an Authorized User 
If you have a loved one or someone you 
trust with a good credit score, they can 
add you as an authorized user to their 
account. This allows you to make pur-
chases. But the primary account holder is 
ultimately responsible for payments. And 
their responsible use can help build your 
credit and boost your score. Plus, there’s 
generally no credit check or need to apply 
in order to be an authorized user.

Be sure to check with the card issuer to 
see how they handle reporting authorized 
users to credit agencies.

5. Consider a Secured Credit Card
As you’re working your way to better 
credit, a secured credit card may be help-
ful. You can make purchases with it, just 
like a traditional credit card. But it’s con-
sidered “secured” because it requires you 
to put money down as a security deposit 
to open the account. 

When you have a secured card, some 
credit card companies like Capital One 
report your status to the credit bureaus. 
So if you’re paying at least your minimum 
payment on time and using your card re-
sponsibly, it could help you improve your 
credit. 

6. Keep Some of Your Credit Avail-
able
How much of your available credit you 
use is also called credit utilization. This is 
important, since keeping your credit uti-
lization below about 30% can show you’re 
managing your credit responsibly and 
not overspending.

7. Stay on Top of Your Progress
As you work on building up your cred-
it score, consider getting a credit moni-
toring tool like CreditWise from Capital 
One. It’s a free tool that everyone can 
use—not just Capital One customers. 
You’ll get alerts when there are meaning-
ful changes to your TransUnion credit 
report. And you can always see your Van-
tageScore® 3.0 credit score to keep an eye 
on your progress.
Excerpts from Internet online lessons
Pay your credit card on time

Tips on Rebuilding Your Credit

Pay your credit card on time

Magazine 001.indd   4Magazine 001.indd   4 9/30/2022   7:45:52 AM9/30/2022   7:45:52 AM



diasporaconnect2ke@gmail.com 4049668550 5

USA

How to Know if You're Ready to Buy a Home
Evaluate your dream house first

Do you have some money saved up 
for a down payment and closing 
costs? You should avoid using your 
emergency savings for this, or you 
could put yourself in a tight situa-
tion.

Determining if You're Ready for the Commitment of Buy-
ing a Home
Buying a house is a big commitment, so before you start 
house hunting and comparing mortgage rates, take the 
time to examine your current situation and how it could 
change in the future.

Ask yourself:
Are you planning on any major life changes, like changing 
jobs or starting a family, in the next few years that could 
impact your financial situation?
Can you commit to staying in a home for at least five years?
Do you have a stable income?
Are you confident you can handle house repairs (or can 
take the time to learn), or are you willing to pay a specialist 
when something breaks?
How long do I need to own my house before it pays off?
Generally, we recommend you only consider buying a 
house if you plan to live there for at least five years, but this 
depends on a lot of factors, like the housing market, rental 
prices and how much equity you have in the house.

Buying vs. Renting a House
Each option has its benefits, so consider what matters to 
you.
Benefits of Buying
No landlord means you can make your house a home you 
want without anyone else's approval.
Unlike rent payments, the interest you pay with your mort-
gage payments can be tax-deductible.
You can find a mortgage tailored to your budget and goals 
to keep your monthly payment from going up as the mar-
ket changes.
Benefits of Renting

Your landlord is often responsible for home repairs and up-
grades.
You won't have to buy homeowners insurance or pay prop-
erty taxes on your home.
Moving can be easier since you won't have to sell your 
home or find renters.

How to Evaluate Your Financial Situation Before Buying a 
House 
Buying a home is one of the largest purchases you'll likely 
make, and it's important to make sure your financial house 
is in order. Start by reviewing your bank accounts and bill-
ing statements to get a handle on how much money you're 
making and spending each month. If you're planning to 
buy a house with someone else (like your spouse), review 
their finances as well, and then ask yourself some questions:

Do you have a stable income/job?
Are you able to put away some money each month into a 
savings account?
Do you have a plan for managing debt, like student loans 
and car payments?
Do you typically pay your credit card debt quickly? Keep-
ing your credit debt low will help you qualify for a better 
mortgage.
Do you have some money already saved up for emergen-
cies? A good rule of thumb is having three months of in-
come saved.
Do you have some money saved up for a down payment 
and closing costs? You should avoid using your emergency 
savings for this, or you could put yourself in a tight situa-
tion.

Determining Your Down Payment

How much you need for a down payment depends on 
the type of loan and how much the house costs, but the 
more you can put towards a down payment, the lower your 
monthly payment can be and the more you'll save on inter-
est. Conventional loans typically require a down payment 
of at least 5% of a home's price. FHA loans require as little 
as 3.5%.
Along with your down payment, you'll have to pay closing 
costs, or fees associated with processing and securing your 
loan. These can vary depending on the price of the house 
and the type of mortgage, but estimate between 2% and 5% 
of the home's value.
Internet Excerpts.
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Sara Treleaven Blakely (born Febru-
ary 27, 1971) is an American business-
woman and philanthropist. She is the 
founder of Spanx, an American inti-
mate apparel company with pants and 
leggings, founded in Atlanta, Georgia.
In 2012, Blakely was named in Time 
magazine's "Time 100" annual list of 
the 100 most influential people in the 
world. In 2014, she was listed as the 
93rd most powerful woman in the 
world by Forbes.
Early life
Blakely was born on February 27, 
1971, in Clearwater, Florida. She is 
the daughter of Ellen (née Ford), an 
artist, and trial attorney, John Blakely. 
She has a brother, artist Ford Blakely. 
She attended Clearwater High School 
and graduated from Florida State Uni-
versity with a communication degree, 
where she was a member of the Delta 
Delta Delta sorority.
Career
Although she planned to become an 
attorney, she reconsidered after scor-
ing very low on the Law School Ad-
mission Test; she instead accepted a 
job at Walt Disney World in Orlando, 
Florida, where she worked for three 
months.
She also occasionally worked as a 
stand-up comedian during this period.
After her short stint at Disney, Blakely 
accepted a job with office supply com-
pany Danka, where she sold fax ma-
chines door-to-door.
She was quite successful in sales and 
was promoted to national sales trainer 
at the age of 25. Forced to wear pant-
yhose in the hot Floridian climate 
for her sales role, Blakely disliked the 
appearance of the seamed foot while 
wearing open-toed shoes but liked the 
way that the control-top model elimi-
nated panty lines and made her body 
appear firmer.[5] For her attendance 

at a private party, she experimented 
by cutting off the feet of her pantyhose 
while wearing them under a new pair 
of slacks and found that the pantyhose 
continuously rolled up her legs, but 
she also achieved the desired result 
At age 27, Blakely relocated to Atlan-
ta, Georgia, and while still working 
at Danka, spent the next two years 
and US$5,000 savings (equivalent to 
$8,300 in 2021) researching and devel-
oping her hosiery idea. 
Blakely initially handled all aspects of 
the business, including marketing, lo-
gistics and product positioning, pre-
ferring the location of Spanx alongside 
shoes in retail outlets, rather than in 
hosiery sections;  however, her boy-
friend at the time, a healthcare con-
sultant, later resigned from his job and 
joined in the running of the nascent 
business.
Blakely was contacting friends and ac-
quaintances, including those from her 
past, and asking them to seek out her 
products at select department stores in 
exchange for a check that she would 
send to them by mail as a token of ap-
preciation.
In November 2000, Winfrey named 
Spanx one of her "Favorite Things," 
which led to a significant rise in popu-

larity and sales, as well as Blakely's res-
ignation from Danka. Spanx achieved 
$4 million in sales in its first year and 
$10 million in sales in its second year.
In 2001, Blakely signed a contract with 
QVC, the home shopping channel.
In 2012, Blakely landed on the cover of 
Forbes magazine for being the young-
est self-made female billionaire in the 
world.
In October 2013, Blakely explained 
that her ambition is to design the 
world's most comfortable high-heel 
shoe prior to retirement.  She was list-
ed as the 93rd most powerful woman 
in the world by Forbes. 
In 2015, Blakely and her husband Jesse 
Itzler were part of a group led by Tony 
Ressler that purchased the Atlanta 
Hawks for $850 million. In October 
2021, the Blackstone Group acquired a 
majority stake of Spanx, Inc. The com-
pany was valued at US$1.2 billion.
Blakely was to retain the position as 
Executive Chairwoman.
Forbes Magazine estimated her net 
worth after the deal at US$1.3 billion.
To celebrate the transaction, Blake-
ly gave each of her 750 employees 
$10,000 in cash and let them purchase 
two first-class plane tickets to any des-
tination they desired to travel to.  

Sarah Blakely

Inspiring Stories From Self-Made 
American Billionaires.
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She is one of the most 
successful a u t h o r s  o f  all 
time. “Her name is Her name is 
literally synonymous with Harry literally synonymous with Harry 
Potter and has $1 billion. It is almost Potter and has $1 billion. It is almost 
impossible to believe that only 20 years impossible to believe that only 20 years 
ago, Joanne Rowling was so poor that ago, Joanne Rowling was so poor that 

she and her child relied on government she and her child relied on government 
welfare towelfare to survive survive.” .” 
After getting a meagre meal, 
Joanne would put her child to 
sleep and work voraciously on 
her first novel, 'Harry Potter 
and the Philosopher's Stone'. 
Once this book was published, 
the world loved her work so 
much that it was developed into 
a series of blockbuster mov-
ies. J.K. Rowling's life turned 
around for the better and she 
is a legitimate billionaire.
 

Joanne Rowling

Inspiring Stories From Self-Made 
American Billionaires Who Grew 
Up Poor.
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Diaspora

Prof. Jerono Phylis Rotich, a Kenyan 
professor, based in the United States 
of America.  She is  Associate Dean 
for Organizational Climate, Inclu-
sion, and Belonging and Professor 
in the Department of Kinesiology 
at Indiana University at Bloom-
ington.  Prior to serving at Indiana 
University at Bloomington,  Dr. 
Rotich was a full professor and Chair 
of the  Department of Kinesiology 
and Recreation Administration at 
North Carolina Central University. 
Dr. Rotich has also worked at North 
Carolina Agricultural and Technical 
State University and the University 
of North Carolina at Greensboro. An 
experienced leader and mentor, Dr. 
Rotich has published extensively in 
health-related, community-centered 
research; and best practices in fos-
tering diversity and belonging within 
higher education. 

Prof. Rotich  is CEO and Founder 
of WOYO (Women & Youth) Global 
Diversity Consulting and JVV Well-
ness and Safety LLC, and CEO and 
Founder of Kenya Students in Di-

aspora ( KESID) Foundation. She is 
the president of the Kenya Scholars 
and Studies Association (KESSA). 
She serves on the Commission of 
Research & Publication of ICTSG es-
tablished at the 2018 UNESCO Col-
lective Consultation on TSG, Nation-
al Executive Board member of Kenya 
Christian Fellowship, Kenya Na-
tional Council of Elders and Board 
of Kenya Diaspora Alliance -USA, 
among many other organizations. 
She also served as a Commissioner 
on the Status of Women in Guilford 
County, NC, USA. Dr. Rotich served 
as a Carnegie African Diaspora 
Fellow at the University of Nairobi 
in 2021 and 2022. and serves on the 
editorial board of several profession-
al journals, including Quest, Kenya 
Studies Review, among others. Prof. 
Rotich has served on the commission 
on the status of women in Guilford 
County, North Carolina. She current-
ly sits on the board of directors for 
several organizations such as North 
Carolina African Service Coalition, 
Elimu Women Empowerment, Elimu 
Learning Center, and Association 
for the Advancement of Educational 
Research International, and Kenya 
National Council of Elders Diaspora 
among others.
  
She is a dedicated servant leader, 
educator, scholar, change agent, 
motivational speaker, women, youth, 
health, and peace champion who is 
committed to behavior modification, 
excellence, community engagement, 
and international collaboration. 
She is a community engagement 
champion and advocate who pro-

vides public service that promotes 
the Universities' strategic efforts to 
serve the local and greater communi-
ty. She devotes her time and energy 
well beyond the regular demands of 
teaching and administration at the 
University.

Prof. Rotich's work in the academe 
and community has not gone un-
noticed. Her exemplary work has 
earned me thirty recognitions and 
awards. that include the: 2016 
recipient of the Greensboro Com-
munity Partnerships Chamber of 
Commerce Other Voices Change 
Agent Award; 2015 recipient of the 
University of North Carolina Board 
of Governors Excellence in Teacher 
award; 2015 recipient of the School 
of Education Senior faculty teaching 
excellence award; 2014 recipient of 
the University North Carolina A&T 
State University Faculty Community 
Engagement scholarship Award;2013 
recipient of the National Phi Epsilon 
Kappa Honors Society, Distinguished 
Advisor Award; Gottabgaa Interna-
tional Community Empowerment 
Award, Dallas, Texas; North Caroli-
na Kenyan Chapter; 2012 recipient, 
Health and Wellness Research and 
community Service Award; 2014 
recipient of the School of Education 
Advising Award and was recently 
voted and recognized as one of the 
TOP 40 Kenyan women who inspire 
and motivate fellow Kenyans within 
the Kenyan America Diaspora and 
many others. 

Cont. on page 9

Prof. Jerono Phylis Rotich 
Is A Diaspora Lady On An 
Amazing Mission.

rof. Jerono Rotich is 
a dedicated servant 
leader, educator, 
scholar, change agent, 
motivational speak-
er, women, youth, 

health, and peace champion who is 
committed to behavior modification, 
excellence, community engagement, 
and international collaboration. 
She is a community engagement 
champion and advocate who pro-
vides public service that promotes 
the Universities' strategic efforts to 
serve the local and greater communi-
ty. She devotes her time and energy 
well beyond the regular demands of 
teaching and administration at the 
University.

Prof. Jerono Phylis Rotich
Is A Diaspora Lady
On An Amazing Mission.

"If …..a rural girl from a small village in Keiyo 
North, Elgeiyo Marakwet Kenya can do it,.... then 
you can do it.
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rof. Jerono Rotich is 
a dedicated servant 
leader, educator, 
scholar, change agent, 
motivational speak-
er, women, youth, 

health, and peace champion who is 
committed to behavior modification, 
excellence, community engagement, 
and international collaboration. 
She is a community engagement 
champion and advocate who pro-
vides public service that promotes 
the Universities' strategic efforts to 
serve the local and greater communi-
ty. She devotes her time and energy 
well beyond the regular demands of 
teaching and administration at the 
University.

Prof. Rotich's work in the academe 
and community has not gone un-
noticed. Her exemplary work has 
earned me thirty recognitions and 
awards. that include the: 2016 
recipient of the Greensboro Com-
munity Partnerships Chamber of 
Commerce Other Voices Change 
Agent Award; 2015 recipient of the 
University of North Carolina Board 
of Governors Excellence in Teacher 
award; 2015 recipient of the School 
of Education Senior faculty teaching 
excellence award; 2014 recipient of 
the University North Carolina A&T 
State University Faculty Community 
Engagement scholarship Award;2013 
recipient of the National Phi Epsilon 
Kappa Honors Society, Distinguished 
Advisor Award; Gottabgaa Interna-
tional Community Empowerment 
Award, Dallas, Texas; North Caroli-
na Kenyan Chapter; 2012 recipient, 
Health and Wellness Research and 
community Service Award; 2014 
recipient of the School of Education 
Advising Award and was recently 
voted and recognized as one of the 
TOP 40 Kenyan women who inspire 
and motivate fellow Kenyans within 
the Kenyan America Diaspora and 
many others.

The vision of Women and Youth 
programs is to empower, mentor, and 
inspire cultural, global, and peace 
competent Women and Youth leaders 
who will make a difference in today's 
interconnected world. Prof. Rotich 
believes that empowered women, 

youth, and individuals who are 
culturally, global, and peace compe-
tent are synergized to leverage their 
skills and knowledge to provide ef-
fective leadership and innovative ap-
proaches to societal problems in their 
homes, communities, and beyond. 

She is exhilarated that she had the 
opportunity to pursue her passion 
for sports and Kinesiology as it took 
her to places where she would never 
have ever reached it. For instance, 
she has presented her research on 
work at numerous international, 
national, and state conferences and 
professional meetings. She has also 
been invited to make presentations 
and serve as a keynote speaker at 
several conferences at local, state, 
national, and international levels 
such as Turkey, Hungary, and China.

In closing, Prof Rotich encouraged 
young girls by saying that "If …..a 
rural girl from a small village in 
Keiyo North, Elgeiyo Marakwet 
Kenya can do it, and then you can do 
it. Just try harder today than you did 
yesterday, be braver today than you 
were yesterday". 
 As Martin Luther King Jr put it - "If 
I cannot do great things, I can do 
small things in a great way."

 
 

Diaspora

Prof. Jerono Phylis Rotich
Is A Diaspora Lady
On An Amazing Mission.
As Martin Luther King Jr put it - "If I cannot do great things, 

I can do small things in a great way."
 

P

Magazine 001.indd   9Magazine 001.indd   9 9/30/2022   7:45:53 AM9/30/2022   7:45:53 AM



10 diasporaconnect2ke@gmail.com

Prof. Jerono Phylis Rotich Prof. Jerono Phylis Rotich 
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Prof. Jerono Phylis Rotich 

Prof. Rotich's work 
in the academe and 
community has not 
gone unnoticed. Her 
exemplary work has 
earned her thirty 
recognitions 
and awards.
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United Kingdom

It comes after a mother campaigned for help for families facing large bills for 
privately-prescribed cannabis as they go through a lengthy application process 
for NHS treatment.

Stephen Murphy
Sky News
Scores of epileptic children in the UK 
are set to receive medicinal cannabis 
for free, after private firms responded 
to a Northern Ireland mother's plea.
Charlotte Caldwell, from Co Tyrone, 
campaigned for help for families facing 
large bills for privately-prescribed can-
nabis as they go through a lengthy ap-
plication process for NHS treatment.
Now, three private manufacturers have 
agreed to donate medicinal cannabis to 
children who are in that process.
Speaking to Sky News from her home 
near Castlederg, Ms Caldwell said the 
move will make a  huge move to these 

fam lies. At the moment,  all are, in 
the 

middle of a cost of living crisis, and this 
is really going to relieve the financial 
burden on those families"
Ms Caldwell's son Billy, who lives with 
severe refractory epilepsy, was the first 
person in the UK to be prescribed me-
dicinal cannabis after his mother em-
barked on an intensive campaign.
In November 2018, Sajid Javid, the 
then home secretary, changed the law 
to allow patients to be prescribed medi-
cal cannabis by specialist 
doctors.

Free medicinal cannabis 
to be donated to epileptic 
children in the UK.
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Kenyan Nurses In Diaspora (KENID  ) 
Kenyan Nurses In Diaspora is a non profit organization 
that was formed in 2018. A group of nurses came togeth-
er and found the need to get together as professionals 
and support each other as they network and serve the 
community locally and globally. 
The vision of the group is to Inspire caregivers to fully 
engage in their self-care and transform healthcare with 
excellence, 
  Their mission is to transform Healthcare and empower 
the community through a culture of education and self-
care both locally and internationally. 
KENID has attracted nurses from all levels of academic 
levels and different specialties.  
With its headquarters in Atlanta, GA, the organization 
had chapters in different states in the US and hoping to 
open more in Canada and other countries.  
KENID has continue to grow and touch lives in different 
ways. In  2019 the organization was able to sponsor a 
free health screening which attracted pts from all walks 
of life and status. Pt was were screened for Diabetes, 
Hypertension, Cholesterol levels, HIV, Breast cancers 
and many more. KENID also partnered with a  Medical 
Doctor,clinical psychologist and a dentist for the screen-
ing.  Over 300 patients were seen that day. A second 
screening that was scheduled for April was postponed 
due to  the pandemic. 
 
Now that Covid-19’s behind us the  goal is to touch more 

lives  both in the diaspora and in Kenya  through health 
screening  and teaching healthy living.  
 
KENID  has partnered with local institutions in assist-
ing nurses  in Kenya  to achieve their career goals by 
relocating and acquiring nursing jobs  in major hospitals 
across the USA .  
 
 KENID represents all specialty and academic levels up 
to Doctorate degree in Nursing.  
 
The dream is to one day acquire health institutions in 
the diaspora and in Kenya to help the community and 
great jobs. 
 
KENID exists to make a difference in the lives of the 
community by empowering and educating them to reach 
their optimum health  goals.  
We’re inviting all the nurses in the diaspora to join this 
non profit organization as we give back to our communi-
ty.  
For more info, visit us @ kenid.org 
FB Kenyan nurses in Diaspora  
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Penny (678 )591-3174 
Or 
Keziah (678) 939-2198
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KENID FEEDING THE 
POOR IN ATLANTA
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KENID FEEDING THE 
POOR IN ATLANTA

Penny
KENID Founder Member

Contact:  
Penny (678 )591-3174 
Or 
Keziah (678) 939-2198
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Kenya forests: over 14,000 
hectares reforested 
under 10 years.

Kenya lost nearly 50% of its forest cover 
between 1980 and 2001. Some 300,000 hect-
ares of forest were destroyed due to rigorous 
logging, charcoal production, and large-scale 
clearance of wooded areas for tea plantations.
About 69,000 km2, from which one-quarter of 
its canopy disappeared. Symbolic of this de-
struction is the Mau Forest, at 273,000 hect-
ares the largest forested area in Kenya with 
a seven-lake drainage basin. The survival of 
millions of wildebeest, thousands of gazelles 
and buffaloes migrating through Kenya and 
Tanzania, and riparian communities were af-
fected.
But, thanks to the implementation of the 
Green Zones Development Support Project, 
with US$38.8 million in funding from the Af-
rican Development Bank, more than 14,000 
hectares of forest were replanted between 

2007 and 2016 to stem this deadly trend.
Years of overexploitation of forest resources 
without respect for ecosystems had left bare 
the hills around Joseph Kimani's house. De-
forestation had even caused a local river in 
the Rift Valley to choke up. On these cleared 
areas threatened by drought and famine, 
Kimani, a community manager around 50, 
found himself up against the wall, just like 
his neighbors — farmers and loggers –  living 
near the Mau Forest.
"We  destroyed the forest."
"We wondered what the reason was for this 
drought and famine," Kimani says. It did 
not take him long to find the answer: "It was 
because we  destroyed the forest..." Settled 
around this vast forest complex, Kimani and 
others like him were felling trees for use as 
fuel in their kitchens and for making char-
coal for sale.
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United Arab Emmirates

ABU DHABI 
The United Arab Emirates agreed on 
Sunday an "energy security" agreement 
with Germany to supply liquefied natu-
ral gas and diesel as Berlin searches for 
new power sources to replace Russian 
supplies.
Emirati industry minister Sultan Ahmed 
Al Jaber called it a "landmark new 
agreement" that "reinforces the rapid-
ly growing energy partnership between 
the UAE and Germany" as he signed the 
deal, which was witnessed by Chancellor 
Olaf Scholz, the UAE's state news agen-
cy WAM reported.
Scholz is on a visit to the UAE, where he 
met with Emirati President Sheikh Mo-
hamed bin Zayed Al-Nahyan.
Scholz said he "welcomed" the "energy 
security" agreement, WAM added.
As part of the deal, the UAE will provide 

"an LNG cargo for delivery in late 2022, 
to be used in the commissioning of Ger-
many's floating LNG import terminal 
at Brunsbuettel", a North Sea port, the 
statement added.
UAE state oil company ADNOC complet-
ed its first ever direct diesel delivery to 
Germany earlier this month, and will 
"supply up to 250,000 tonnes of diesel 
per month in 2023", it said.
The German leader is touring the Gulf 
in the hope of sealing new energy deals 
to replace Russian supplies and mitigate 
the energy crisis resulting from Mos-
cow's invasion of Ukraine.
On Saturday, Scholz met in Jeddah with 
Saudi Crown Prince Mohammed bin Sal-
man, and later on Sunday he was due to 
fly to gas-rich Qatar to hold talks with 
Emir Sheikh Tamim bin Hamad Al-
Thani. AFP

United Arab Emirates 
to supply Germany with 
gas, diesel.
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Australia

The country is one of the world's biggest 
emitters per capita, and the target brings 
it more in line with other developed coun-
tries.
But critics say government plans to reach 
the target are lacking detail.
Some have been demanding a higher goal 
as well as a ban on new fossil fuel projects 
in the country.
But Prime Minister Anthony Albanese 
had lauded the new law - the Climate 
Change Bill - as an end to a decade of cli-
mate policy inaction. It marks the first 
significant action against climate change 
since the party took power in May.
The Labor government's climate bill 
cleared the Senate by 37 votes to 30 after 
accepting minor amendments by indepen-
dent David Pocock.
Climate change minister, Chris Bowen, 
told parliament "today is a good day for 
our parliament and our country, and we're 

going to need many more of them", The 
Guardian reported.
The former government had angered al-
lies with its short-term emissions reduc-
tions target - which was about half what 
the UN's Intergovernmental Panel on Cli-
mate Change (IPCC) says is needed if the 
world has any chance of limiting warming 
to 1.5C.
But there is strong support within the 
parliament for greater action on climate 
change.
Many independents campaigned on the is-
sue of climate change, and wanted a 2030 
target of at least 50%.
Meanwhile, the Greens party said the 
passing of the bill was a “small step” in 
tackling the climate crisis. Most also 
want a ban on new coal and gas projects 
- something they say the target cannot be 
achieved without.
From AS news.

Australia sets new climate 
target in landmark bill.
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Sweeden

The Swedish Defense Research Agency, 
which is connected to Sweden’s Defense 
Ministry, is targeted with cyberattacks 
whenever Sweden says it will provide 
equipment to Ukraine, or when tensions 
otherwise rise during the war, said Lena 
Nyberg, the agency’s deputy director gen-
eral.
Although cyberattack scenarios relating 
to the war in Ukraine weren’t part of the 
exercise, called Safe Cyber, the conflict 
was surely “in the back of the heads of ev-
eryone participating,” Ms. Nyberg said.
“We see a heavily deteriorated security 
situation,” said Tommy Gustafsson, tech-
nical exercise director at the agency.
Sweden’s move to join the North Atlan-

tic Treaty Organization will prompt the 
need for more cyber defenders in the 
country’s military, said Thomas Nilsson, 
chief information officer and director for 
cyber defense at the Swedish armed forc-
es. The military is now training its third 
class of cybersoldiers since initiating the 
program.
The armed forces will have to determine 
how to contribute expertise to the alli-
ance’s cyber defense teams, he said. Swe-
den and Finland, which also applied to 
join NATO this year, already participate 
in the organization’s yearly cyber exer-
cise.
Excerpts from Wall Street Journal

Sweden Tests Cyber Defenses 
as War and NATO Bid Raise 
Security Risks

19 4049668550 diasporaconnect2ke@gmail.com

Magazine 001.indd   19Magazine 001.indd   19 9/30/2022   7:45:54 AM9/30/2022   7:45:54 AM



diasporaconnect2ke@gmail.com 4049668550 20

Denmark

France finished one point above relegated 
Austria, who lost 3-1 to Croatia on Sunday.
Denmark had to win and hope that Croatia 
failed to beat Austria to reach next summer's 
finals.
Kasper Dolberg and Andreas Skov Olsen 
scored first-half goals for the hosts in Copen-
hagen.
World champions France, who beat Spain 
2-1 in last year's Nations League final, end-
ed a four-game winless run and moved off 
the bottom of the group by beating Austria 
on Thursday.
Croatia finished top of Nations League 
Group A1
Croatia finished top of Nations League 
Group A1
Requiring victory to be certain of their 
top-tier status in the competition, Kylian 

Mbappe forced Kasper Schmeichel into ac-
tion following a corner as France applied 
early pressure at Parken Stadium.
Christian Eriksen was instrumental as Den-
mark began to offer more of a threat, but 
Skov Olsen was flagged offside following a 
sublime ball over the top by the Manchester 
United midfielder.
Eriksen found Mikkel Damsgaard on the 
right to set up Dolberg's breakthrough, the 
striker sliding in to meet the Brentford 
winger's low cross.
Alphonse Areola initially prevented further 
damage, making saves from Joakim Mae-
hle and Thomas Delaney, but Skov Olsen's 
superb volley from the edge of the box flew 
through a crowded penalty area to double 
the advantage.
Excerpts from sports news

DENMARK HOPE TO 
REACH NEXT SUMMER 
FINALS.
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  Germany

United Arab Emirates agrees to 
supply Germany with gas, diesel

The United Arab Emirates agreed Sun-
day an "energy security" deal with Ger-
many to supply liquefied natural gas and 
diesel as Berlin searches for new power 
sources to replace Russian supplies.
Emirati industry minister Sultan Ahmed 
Al Jaber called it a "landmark new agree-
ment" that "reinforces the rapidly grow-
ing energy partnership between the UAE 
and Germany", at a signing attended 
by German Chancellor Olaf Scholz, the 
UAE's state news agency WAM reported.
Scholz was on a visit to the UAE as part 
of a Gulf tour that also includes stops in 
Saudi Arabia and Qatar.
He met with Emirati President Sheikh 
Mohamed bin Zayed Al-Nahyan, who 
said on Twitter afterwards they had dis-
cussed "further opportunities for cooper-
ation in areas including energy security, 
emissions reduction and climate action".
The German leader said he "welcomed" 
the "energy security" agreement, WAM 
said.
As part of the deal, the UAE will provide 

"an LNG cargo for delivery in late 2022, 
to be used in the commissioning of Ger-
many’s floating LNG import terminal 
at Brunsbuettel", a North Sea port, the 
WAM report added.
UAE state oil company ADNOC complet-
ed its first ever direct diesel delivery to 
Germany earlier this month, and will 
"supply up to 250,000 tons of diesel per 
month in 2023", it said.
"ADNOC has reserved a number of fur-
ther LNG cargos exclusively for German 
customers in 2023," it said.
Sunday was the second and final day of 
Scholz's Gulf tour, which he hoped would 
seal new energy deals to replace Russian 
supplies and mitigate the energy cri-
sis resulting from Moscow's invasion of 
Ukraine.
On Saturday, he met in Jeddah with Sau-
di Crown Prince Mohammed bin Salman, 
and on Sunday afternoon he arrived in 
gas-rich Qatar to hold talks with Emir 
Sheikh Tamim bin Hamad Al-Thani.
Excerpts from Germany NS.
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France plans to raise the retirement age 
as part of a second attempt by President 
Emmanuel Macron to reform the pension 
system, a top minister told Le Journal du 
Dimanche.
Budget Minister Gabriel Attal said the 
country’s pension system faces a deficit 
and the government doesn’t want to in-
crease taxes or see national debt balloon 
further.
The only way to secure the system for fu-
ture generations, he said, is to raise the 
age of eligibility for retirement benefits. 
The current minimum retirement age in 
France is 62.
“I’d rather tell the truth to the French, 
even if it can be sometimes hard to hear,” 
Attal told the newspaper.
Attal didn’t say what the new retirement 
age would be, but he said adopting the re-
forms would save a gross amount of 8 bil-
lion euros ($7.75 billion) by 2027.
France’s government will try to con-
sult with the opposition, Attal said, even 
though the prospects for getting their 

backing may be tricky since Macron’s par-
ty no longer holds an absolute majority in 
Parliament since June’s elections.
Macron previously tried to make pension 
reform but it was put on hold in 2020 
during the coronavirus pandemic. In late 
2019 and early 2020, Macron’s govern-
ment faced rolling strikes, at times par-
alyzing transport in Paris, over concerns 
about changes to pensions.
Attal didn’t dismiss the possibility of re-
sorting to article 49.3 of the French con-
stitution, which under certain conditions 
allows the government to adopt a law 
without approval from parliament.
On Monday, Attal will present the budget 
for next year with Finance Minister Bru-
no Le Maire. It’s expected to cap the in-
crease in gas and electricity bills to 15%, 
and bring in income tax cuts worth 6.2 
billion euros. Attal said the government 
plans to reduce the share of public spend-
ing through to 2027 to 53.8% of GDP from 
57.6%.
Excerpts from Bloomberg

  France

France Likely to Raise Pension 
Eligibility Age, Minister Says.
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  Dubai
Dubai: First-Of-Its-Kind Metaverse 
Event In Region Kicked-Off On 
September 28.

Dubai hosted the first-of-its-kind metaverse 
event in the region aiming to explore digi-
tal economy, and identify how governments, 
businesses and communities can unlock the 
vast potential of this immersive medium.
Organised by Dubai Future Foundation 
(DFF), under the patronage of Sheikh Ham-
dan bin Mohammed bin Rashid Al Maktoum, 
Crown Prince of Dubai, Chairman of the Ex-
ecutive Council and Chairman of the Board 
of Trustees of the DFF, Dubai Metaverse As-
sembly held at the Museum of the Future 
and AREA 2071 on September 28-29.
The event featured 300 global experts and 
more than 40 organisations specialised in 
the metaverse and virtual worlds applica-
tions. More than 30 local and international 
leaders spoke at the two-day event.
'Through this inaugural event, highlighted 
the extraordinary potential of the immer-

sive world to accelerate economic growth, 
drive innovation and created a fundamen-
tally better future for humanity,” remarked 
Omar Sultan Al Olama, Minister of State for 
Artificial Intelligence, Digital Economy and 
Remote Work Applications, Deputy Manag-
ing Director of Dubai Future Foundation.
More than 25 sessions, meetings, and work-
shops took place during the event. They cov-
erered a broad gamut of topics: from building 
robust and scalable metaverse infrastruc-
ture to creating robust, business-friendly 
regulation and providing government ser-
vices in the digital world.
What major technology and private-sector 
companies should do to develop an industry 
that may exceed $30 trillion in 15 years was 
tackled when leading metaverse experts 
converged at Dubai Metaverse Assembly.
Events Dubai.
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  GREY OAK

Why is Real Estate Thriving 
in Kenya?-Check Out Grey 
Oak Properties.

The real estate industry in Kenya is growing steadfastly 
while its future promises unlimited opportunities. Tech-
nological advancements have significantly boosted the 
industry’s chances of placing Kenya among the best in 
a global real estate future. International investors from 
all over the world have set their sights on the real estate 
industry in Kenya. This has largely been due to a variety 
of different advantageous reasons including:

i.) Diverse economy

For any business venture to thrive and achieve a com-
petitive global standard, it has to exist within a diverse 
economy. Kenya as a country has provided ideal circum-
stances under which different businesses can thrive. 
A diverse economy has been the result of thriving indus-
tries including real estate in the country.

ii.) Extensive air routes

Kenya serves as a gateway to the East African communi-
ty, making it an important part of the region’s economic 
bloc. This has been enabled by the country’s investment 
in infrastructure and technology. Among the most im-
pressive transportation networks within the region 
would be Kenya’s extensive air routes. The real estate 
industry requires an effective transportation system to 
cater for both clients and investors traveling in and out 
of the region.  

iii.) Status as the regional financial center

Boasting the largest annual financial budget in the 
region by a significant margin, Kenya has set itself apart 
as the region’s financial center. The real estate along 
with the construction industries in Kenya have subse-
quently been furnished with substantial budgets of their 
own to ensure these particular industries are at par with 
global competitors.

iv.) Strategic geographical location

Kenya is well known to be the gateway through which 
the world gains access to the larger East African region. 
This places the country strategically for investors look-
ing to penetrate the region's real estate market. Access 
to the busiest port in East Africa, backed up by a net-
work of roads and rails across the country, has made 
Kenya an attractive destination for real estate inves-
tors from across the world. At Grey Oak limited, we are 
always delighted to work with our clients. Call us today 
and for a great urban land deal.

Call/WhatsApp us on 011 254721144999  011254 
726630406,  +1(732) 693 6306 for any enquiries or to 
book a free site tour.
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CENTUM REAL 
ESTATE SECTOR

Our objective within the Real Estate sector 
is to develop new urban nodes across the 
East African region that represent invest-
ment grade assets of scale. We seek to mas-
ter plan attractive sites across the region 
and provide commercial impetus for inves-
tors to establish city shifting developments. 
Centum Real Estate, a wholly owned sub-
sidiary, is responsible for execution of this 
vision.
Our value creation process involves;
Acquire land in strategic locations.
Master plan development and obtain ap-
provals.
Attract third party capital at development 
level.
Develop infrastructure and select in fill 
developments.
Avail construction ready sites to investors 
in line with master plan.
Undertake urban management of develop-
ments.
Our real estate development cycle consists 
of 5 main gates of value creation;
Feasibility Business Case – Understand 
the market opportunity and size the poten-
tial profit of the venture.

Concept Business Case – Detail the product 
value proposition and firm up the business 
case, design and all necessary approvals.
Market Validation and Fundraising – Sense 
checking the assumptions of the business 
case and evaluating if there is potential 
market uptake while securing equity and 
debt funding.
Pre-construction – Securing all the neces-
sary resources and planning/scoping the 
construction costs, milestones and time-
lines.
Construction – Ground breaking and ac-
tioning the project plan developed in the 
previous phase, while continuously track-
ing progress.
Market validation, an important phase 
within the stage-gate process, allows us to 
validate the business assumptions from the 
potential market and potential investors 
and fundraise with a target debt to equity 
structure of 70% to 30%. All projects are 
required to meet the hurdle rate of 25% 
before proceeding to pre-construction.

https://centumre.co.ke

iii.) Status as the regional financial center

Boasting the largest annual financial budget in the 
region by a significant margin, Kenya has set itself apart 
as the region’s financial center. The real estate along 
with the construction industries in Kenya have subse-
quently been furnished with substantial budgets of their 
own to ensure these particular industries are at par with 
global competitors.

iv.) Strategic geographical location

Kenya is well known to be the gateway through which 
the world gains access to the larger East African region. 
This places the country strategically for investors look-
ing to penetrate the region's real estate market. Access 
to the busiest port in East Africa, backed up by a net-
work of roads and rails across the country, has made 
Kenya an attractive destination for real estate inves-
tors from across the world. At Grey Oak limited, we are 
always delighted to work with our clients. Call us today 
and for a great urban land deal.
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726630406,  +1(732) 693 6306 for any enquiries or to 
book a free site tour.
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The team comprises seasoned professionals with 
extensive local and international experience in the 
investments and real estate sectors
Our culture
At Centum, people are the primary asset. We there-
fore recruit and invest in the best talent in the 
market. Our success has been and will continue to 
be highly dependent on the performance and ac-

countability of our youthful team. Our culture of 
entrepreneurship, initiative & high performance is 
enhanced by a relatively flat organizational struc-
ture that promotes a free flow of ideas and commu-
nication between all levels. We embrace passion; for 
business and for excellence and are guided by fort-
een golden rules
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About Riverbank Apartments
LOVE LIFE AT THE RIVERBANK
Riverbank apartments is a project by Centum Real 
Estate and is the residential flagship within the Two Rivers 
Social City located within Nairobi’s blue diplomatic zone. 
Two Rivers is an award winning mixed use development at 
the 2018 African Property Awards . The design has been con-
ceived by John R Harris and Partners (part of Auckett Swan-
ke Group), a renown international practice of 
architects and engineers.

River Bank Apartments By 
Centum Real Estate.
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Cascadia Apartments By 
Centum Real Estate

ABOUT CASCADIA
Within the superb 100-acre mixed use Two Rivers Development, Casca-
dia Apartments combines comfort, convenience and luxury 
living making it the ultimate choice for your home. Life at Cascadia is 
nothing short of a dream.
When you want to enjoy luxurious downtime, Cascadia which is
located within the thriving social city of Two Rivers, affords you 
immediate access to:
Fine dining restaurants
Entertainment
Fashion avenues
Hypermarkets
Plenty of green parks

BUSINESS MAGAZINE FOR 
DIASPORA CONNECT KENYA
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MARKET YOUR INITIATIVES 
TO THE WORLD.

THE FUTURE BROUGHT CLOSER
DIASPORA CONNECT KENYA IS THE AVENUE

BUSINESS MAGAZINE FOR 
DIASPORA CONNECT KENYA
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https://diasporainsurance.com/
https://www.taptapsend.com/?dl=1
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A DIASPORA 
SUCCESS STORY
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https://designed4successnow.com/rose-a-odinga/
https://sociatap.com/designed4successpurpose/
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Plots in Nanyuki
1/8th acre , 1/4 acre, 1/2 acre , 1 acre 
and 5 acres properties along Nanyu-
ki-Rumuruti Road. Special Offer from 
Ksh 349,000 per 1/8 acre. 
Installments upto 12 month
To Own Property 
Call/Sms/WhatsApp : 0790 300300
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https://www.optiven.co.ke/properties/the-great-oasis-gardens-nanyuki/
https://sociatap.com/designed4successpurpose/
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https://certifiedhomes.co.ke/
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https://centumre.co.ke/
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Confucius: Three things cannot 
be long hidden: the sun, the moon, 

and the truth.
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https://kenyanparentsinusa.com/

